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0b that men would praife the Lord for his 
_ goodneſt, and for his wonderful works 10 
_ the children of men „ 5 


- 


„ 


Hud het them ſacrifice the ſacrifices of tag 
giving, and declare his works with rejoicing. 


I Coxctuvzy my laſt diſcourſe Goin 174 
theſe words with obſerving, that in order 
to cheriſh a diſpoſition of devout thank- 2" 
fulnes, we ought to mark, with ſpecial! 
attention, all thoſe proſperous events, 
Cy. B in . 


( 1 
in the courſe of divine providence, which 
evidently tend to the deliverance and 
happineſs of our qwn nation; or to the 
deliverance and happineſs of any of our 


ſpecies in diſtant! reglonz of the globe. 
Viewing in this light the reſolutions late» 


ly adopted by one of the branches of the 
Legiſlature, for putting an end to the 
African ſlave- trade, I think it my indi- 
ſpenſible duty to recommend it to the 
attention of my congregation, as a trau- 
ſcendant merey, and a ſingular cauſe of 


rejoicing and of gratitude, to the author 
of all goodneſs *, F or, | 
* | 4 | en DN. 


This diſcourſe was compoſed immediately after receiving 


| the account of the reſolutions of the Houſe of Commons with 


reſpect to the abolition of the ſlave · trade, and is now pubſjh- 
ed with very little alteration of the words in which it was then 


delivered. Some perſons may perhaps think that the : ſubje& 


of it is premature; and that the final determination of the Le- 


 Liſlature, upon that important queſtion, is yet diftant and un- 
certain. I ſhall only obſerve, That though the immediate a- 
bolition of the ſlave · trade would have been far more accepta- 
ble to the generality of the petitioners,” yet it were uncandid 
' to 
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I. Loon this,event a6. delivers - 
dance to our on nation in partieulaꝝ q 
deliverance com. acceſſion, to, the; | 
moſt. unpraypked...oppreſon, and the: N 
moſt outrageous cruelxies commined by © 
any nation, at any pexiodyſinee the world: 
polterity as one of the moſt extraordina : 
ry. phanomena, in the, hiſtory of the hu 
man race, that ſuch pr eſumptuaus ink: 
quity has been tolerated without remon- 
ſtrance; and that it has continued to. 
exiſt among a people ſo far enlightened, | 
and, in other reſpects, diſtinguiſhed by, 
the Hberality of their plans, and the be. 
nevolence of their actions. There are 
many projects of reformation and im- 
provement, the,acvantoges. of which\ars, =, 
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e for a gradual aboll- 
to ſuſpeſt. that the members, who yoted for a gradual aboli 
tion, have any intention to elude or long poſtpone the deſire 
of the nation; nor, if they had any ſuch intention, do I be- 
nene i; poſſible for them to ſucceed in lil. 
B 2 till 


- 
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141 


till of ſecondary conſequence, or e 


require to be traced through ſuch a ſe- 


ries of cauſes and effects, and depend ſo 
much upon contingent cireumſtances, 


that perſons, Who have an equal claim 
to judgment, information, and humani- 
ty, may very reaſonably be ſuppoſed to 
differ in opinion, with reſpect to the 
propriety of attempting to carry them 
into execution. In doubtſul caſes, he- 
ſitation, enquiry, and gradual experi- 
ment, are commendable, ' At any rate, 
great tenderneſs and forbearance are due 
to thoſe who differ from us in opinion, 
and who do not ſee with ſuch an enlar- 
ged eye, as we think we ourſelves do,— 
But the abolition of the ſlave-trade is a 
queſtion, in the very face of it, of ſuch 
prominent magnitude, comprehending 
the redreſs, not of ſlighter evils, or thoſe 
which relate to any particular ſect or 


party, but extending to the removal of 
a the 


t 5. 1 


4 


the ine leer oppreſſions, which" at - 
fect a Whole race of our fellow creatures, 
that it does not adtnit of a compariſon 
ever brought forward to public notice. 


The cruelty of it is ſo palpable, it ſtrikes 
ſo violently againſt every: principle. of 
juſtice” and humanity, that any delibera- 


tion about condemning it ſeems to be 
fluous, but, intruded in ſuch a ſubject, 
ſeems to impeach the acuteneſs and pe- 


netration of the underſtanding. It is 
an outrageous inſult upon the nobler 
affections of the heart. If you feel as 


men you muſt perceive, how. abomina- 

ble a thing it is to make ſlaves of 
your fellow creatures. To be convinced 
that theſe ſentiments are not affected or 
ſtrained, you have only, for a few mo- 
ments, to perſonate the unfortunate 
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a Qeſbriptiony which/I .might de-unablg;- 
to roelte, without wounding too deeply 
the feelings of my hearers, and departing 
myſelf from that compoſure which;Lwiſh,, 
to ee e ha tbc wn 

% Md gr 
17 1 levy n che words / of 
of truth and ſoberneſu, does not the pro- 
ſpect of aboliſhing the ſlave trade afford 
a ſpocial and uncommon ground for. 
thankſgiving and praiſeto Heaven? From 
what atrocious guilt, from what deſexved 
vengeance, has not this country eſcaped? . 
What a miracle of merey, that the arm 

of the Almighty has not been ſtretched 
forth againſt us, and that we have this 
day a name among the nations? But, 
what aggravated guilt: muſt we not have, 
contrated ? what awful judgments muſt. 
we not have incurred? if the voice of 
Humanity had been lifted up in vain; 
if this infamous traffic had been conti; 
nued, and ſanctioned by the appròôba- 
tion 
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rior of the Legiſlature, ſtor che myſte- 


ries of its iniquity have been detected. 


and after-authentic details of fach .orugl- 


tles have been expoſed to the people. 


deſtructlon, it muſt be that nation, which 
has adopted à ſyſtematie plan for op- 
preſſing and perſecuting their fellow cren- 
tures, without limitation, of dme or re- 


gulations of control. without any prove» 
cation or complaint of injury ſuſtained. |; 


The harmleſs Africans never invaded our 
territories ;. they never made war againſt 


mies. All has been done upon the plea 
of neceſſity, or upon the barefaced pro- 
text of ſubſervience to our -convenienicy 
- and gain, palliated by the impious miſ- 

repreſontation of their being marked, by 


deficiency or imperfection of talents, for 
a lower claſs in the intellectual ſcale ; as 


if the rightoous Goyernor of the univerſe 


If we. can ſuppoſe? a nation mature for 


us they never were aſſiſting to dur ene- 


could | 


: ; 


« 8 7 
could intend that the ee [ 


one nation or ſbelety ſhould" be erected - | 
upon the depreſſion of another: as F all 
his children were not the objects of his | 
love. The God of the Chriſtian is the 
God of the univerſe, with whom there 
is no reſpect of perſons :; and the untu- 
tored African and clvilized European 
are, without diſtinction, the objects of 
his fatherly protection. And this leads 
me e e n h of ay b. 
ject. . n b 
Dre 
II. I varD that we ought to be thank - 
ful for every event, tending to the deliver- 
ance and happineſs of any claſh _ or- 
der rn 1. 1, | 


As the PI es ins * of ont 
blood all nations of the earth, ſo he 
has planted affections in the human 
breaſt, which refer to the happineſs of 
mankind © 


- 


EP 
mankind at large, and "aſcertaln the 
univerſality of our kindred,” and our 
common relation'to the God and parent 
of the tiniverſe. Such is benevolence; 
that noble principle of our nature, which, 
unlimited by the narrow ideas of our 
own intereſt, or by the intereſt of our rela» 
tions, or even of our native land, de- 
rives pleaſure from (increaſing happl - 
neſs in the moſt remote regions of the 
earth. The operation of this propenſity 
is more languld and leſs perceptible than 
that of any other affection of the human 
mind ; which has given occaſion to call 
in queſtion its exiſtence, or hardly to 
reckon upon it all, as a motive of action, 
or x ſource of gratification, For which 
the following obvious reaſons may be 
aſſigned : | "2k 


IT is readily admitted that univer- 
ſal benevolence, or the affection which 
E a 


(Py, 
we bear to our Pecles In diane coun- 
trles, 18, In Its nature, feeble and Inde- 
lent, in compariſon Wh other publle 
affections; becauſe, In the wiſdom of Pro- 


vidence, the vigour and abllvlty of affee- 
tions are adapted to the means and _op- 
portunities of uſbfulneſs. To our rela- 
tions by blood we are attached by the 
ſtrongeſt affeftion, becauſe we haye it 3 
more in our power to render them kind 
offices, and effectually promote their in- 
tereſt. Remoter connections of .neigh- 
bourhood, profeſſion, and political aſſo- 
ciations, make a ſlighter impreſſion up- 
on the heart, and conſtitute a more im- 
perfect claim to our ſympathy, becauſe - 
it is but ſeldom, and in more limited de- 
grees, that it can be productive of effici- 


ent benevolence; and examples like the 


preſent, where we have it in our power 
to relieve the diſtreſs of a whole claſs of 
our 
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our follow woda Man more rarely 64s 
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AGAIN, the pelncipte of unlverſul be- 


nevuledos! may appear more doubtful, 
beeauſe it ls far Jet onhelvated' und lin- 
proved chan any other uffection of the 
human heart, Rvery fhculty aud po w- 


er of our nature requires culture aud 


habit to give maturity to Its force, and 
a proper direction toitsexertions. Hence 


nations. Many ages have elapſed with- 
out any veſtige of yioſe ſplendid arts, 
which contribute to the convenience of 
life, and ro the honour of human capa- 


eity not becauſe men were deſtitute of 


the elements of taſte and ingenuity; but 
becauſe no pains were taken, no means 
uſed; to rouſe them into action, and to 
exalt chem to refinement: 80 it is with 


A 0.5 moral 


education makes ſuch a ſtriking differs * 
ence in the characters of individuals and 


5 


” \ 
* 


moral diſpoſitions. Their improvement; 


their uſefulneſs, and their energy, de“ 


pend upon exerciſe and attention to the 
means of invigorating and maturing 


them. Nom, ſo far from being culti- 
vated, the prejudices of vulgar educa- 
tion, and the narrow politics of ſtates, 
mutually fortifying each other, have o- 
operated, in every age, to ſtifle the 
more generous feelings of the heart, and 
to counteract the ; plans, founded. upon 
them for the common welfare of the {per 
cies. The intereſts of different coun- 
tries have, hitherto, been too much con- 
ſidered as inconſiſtent, or hoſtile. to one 
another, We haye been taught to grieve 
at the proſperity of foreign nations, and 
to rejoice at their misfortunes, Under 
ſuch groſs prejudices, and ſuch mon- 
ſtrous peryerſion of feeling, is it matter 
of ſurpriſe that the operation. of bene- 
volence, with reſpect to diſtant nations, 

has 


EN | 15 1 : 
las been d long ſaſponded, wes th 


tle diſcernible in achon!, Ie hb pleas 


ing to remark, chat, from the progrefs 


of philoſophy, and the benign ſpirit of | 


the Chriſlian religion, mene liberal: ſen- 
timents begin to, prevail wich; reſpect 10 
che common intereſis, and common ger 


lation, of all maukind. The apincidende = 
of this improvement of the human wind, 


with diligonce and ſucceſs! in exploring 
every region of the globe,. and with the 
extenſion. of commerce, by which dl 
| ane nations are mare intimately - con» 
nected, afforde ug reaſon to hope, that 
benevolence Will attain its utmoſt en- 
largement and force, When it (hall 


nnd the, wideſt ſcope for exertion; and 


be, rendered capable of the moſt ſubſtan- 
a _ ors — 


| 
pl n (101 1 | 44 Jo 


em ay frietds, 1 I 1 
you are, of the exiſtence of this affection, 
tt | not 
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not only from the force of ibſtrat wud! 


ment, but from the witneſs of your own. 
ſpirits, and the pleaſing experience ofs 


influence I 'congratiilate you upon the 


gratifioation ieh you; muſt derive from 
the abolition of the flave-trade. "Glad 


tidings of great joy are announced to 


the tender heart and theſympathilingſou!] 
ererreadytomourtvithchoſethatmourn? 
Let the earth be glad, for the doom of 
bondage is ſealed,” and the rod wreſted 


from the hand of the opprefſori'” Tran» 


quility ſhall be reſtored to thoſe i1-fat- 
ed, perſecuted regions, which for ſeveral 
centuries have teemed with inteſtine wars, 
unheard of -perfidy, falſe accuſations} and 


bloodſhed; too ſhocking to relate. Such 


engines were uſed to decoy! and entrap 
the unwary African, by nations boaſting 
of their religion and civilization. Such 


engines did Britons uſd. May our future 
conduct wipe the ſtaln from the name, 
ä and 


'} 
' 
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a | and draw the veil of oblivion. over - ſuch 


hideous d diſgraceful ſdenes. ed 
FO, 


Bux our joy, upon upon this 3 
not confined to effects merely: negatiye; 
or the bare. ceſſation of oruelties. More 
tranſporting. views expand to the bene · 
volent heart. Millions of our . fellow: 
creatures, ſhall emerge from ignorance 
and barbariſm. All thoſe necommoda- 
tions which contribute tothe convenience 
and pleaſure, of life, will be quickly in» 
troduced among them. Furniſhed with 
the means of rational improvement, a 
depreciated deſpiſed people ſhall aſcend 
to their level in the creation. And what 
aboye all is matter of delightful contem- 
plation, we' hope for a ſpeedy - fulfilment 
of the prediction, that Ethiopia ſhall ſtreteb 
forth her hand unto God. They who have 
been hitherto foreigners and ſrrangers Shall be 

made 


6 6 J 


nal: fellow citizens with the ſtings, * 
che houſehold of God. | 845 Dt Is oh . 
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Tus flow and iniced progrel of the 4 
Chriſtian - religion has oſten been the 


made a topic of difcrediting: it by per- 
_ ſons ill-affeRted to its intereſt; To thoſe 
who ſtudy the economy of Divine Pro- 
vidence, and inveltigate the character 
of the profeſſors of the Chriſtian reli- 
gion, eſpecially under ſuch forms a6 
have been too oſten /exhibited to di- 
ſtant nations, the objecten is eaſily fol- 
ved. The moſt benevolent deſigns, a- 
greeably to the plan of Providence, are 
eſſected by the intervention of ſeconda - 
ry and moral cauſes, which ſtrike upon 
che fenſes and impreſi the underſtamd- 
ing. Attending. to theſe _obfervations,.. 
we muſt perceive, that it would have 
IM been. 


— ( 17 * 
been d contradiRtion ta the eſtabliſhed, | 
influence of motives, that it would haye 
been nothing ſhort. of à miracle, if the 
goſpel had been believed or received by 
idolatrous nations, upon, the teſtimony, 
of thoſe wha carried the report of u. 
Were men, whoſe hands were fu/t.of blood, 
the fit inſtruments to promulgate” the 
goſpel, of peace? Was it credible. that 
any motive of friendſhip-or good will 
could induce the conquerors to force 
their religion. upon the 'conguered?, Muſt 
not diſguſt and horror haye been excite 
ed by che very name, af Chriſtianity, a- 
ſociated with the ideas af treachery, rg 
pacity, and murder?” If we cohid up. 
poſe among nations ſo. rude. in under- 
ſtanding, ſuch accurate diſcerument as 
to diſtinguiſh between the principles and 
actions of men, yet, even in- this view, 
reaſon muſt have revolted againſt propoſt- 


y * which contradicted the irreſiſtible 


D teſtimony 


6 } 
4eſtimony of ſenſe, 400 the unvefſal ak- 


| joms of reaſon, and which laid the ſtreſß 
of duty upon ſuch frivolous obſervances 


as could neither redound to the improve- 4 


ment of tlie individual, nor the benefit 
of ſociety. When Chriſtians ſhall ap- 
proach the heathen nations under the al- 
luring addreſs of friends and bipthers, 
when the juſtice of their dealings, and 
the charity of their actions, ſhall diſplay 
a fair ſpecimen of the ſpirit of their re- 
Iigion; and when that religion, ſtripped 
of all adventitious deformities and hu- 
man interpolations, ſhall be held forth 
in its genuine purity and ſimplicity, then, 
and not till then, may the Chriſtian ex- 
pect the triumph of his faith. Then 
ſhall Jeſus go forth, conquering and to conquer ; 

his name ſhall be glorious over all; every knee 
ſhatl bow to him, and conſeſi that he is Lord, 

0 the praiſe of God the Father. 


Ir 
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Tris with particular ſatls faction . 


firm you, that a plan of intercourſe win, 
Africa has already commenoed under 
ſuch wiſe and generous regulations, as 


affords every proſpect. of realizing. . 
ſcenes ome I have now deſcribed 7. 


20k i | 
* 2 * * * Tus 
2090 qawdt of roms Ore eee 


3 . * For th 5 ia een of this fad, foe. the 2 of the Coute 
of DireQors to the Sierra men with ee 
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For the ſatisfaction of thoſe, who may not have the opportu- 
nity of peruſing that Report, it! is proper to obſerve, that the 
object of the Sierra Leone Company is, not merely the exten- 
fun of commerce and the cultivation of the country, but the 
1 and inen, of the natives. | 


-_. 


« recs n is rated in the Report, page 80 
vill be taken for laying a foundation of happineſs to the na- 
| « tives, by the promotion of induſtry, the diſcouragemeat of 
„ polygamy, the ſetting up of ſchools, and the gradual intro- 
© dudtion of religious and moral Inſtruction among them, 
« which it is hoped will be rendered the more eaſy, as 
«are moſt of them ſomewhat acquainted wich the Engliſh 
„tongue. The moſt wide and general diffuſion of European 
« light, knowledge, and. improvement, the Directors hope, 
C through the medium of this Company, may thus be lnhtro- 
u duced into the continent of Africa; and it will be a parti- 
« cular inftruftion to their ſervants abroad to apply their at- 
** tention to this great object. 4 
D 2 In 
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Fur abolition of che flavearide, tifelf 
ſo * A ſubhect of devour: praiſe, wg- 
2 N nos Me.: | 4 * "5 


is; are Ine | 45; | 
'- In ihe ee ſeat out for coquelnting the Princes 5 

Chiefs, as well as the mates in general, with the real e]; 
Tr en eraſe! CANNA Ts 


words: 


ou 


1 © They wiſh (yay 51) A to keep peace, 0 will 
% make no war, unleſs they are firſt attacked; but they will 
<«« Tyffer no one to be ill treated on their ground, nor to be 
« ſeized and carried off into flavery ; but will themſelves pu- 
„ niſh their own people for any crimes Ru 
been committed by them. | 


& 7 *45/ Prin of | 
66 AAR $a e Ae 
« will have their perſons and R to 

the laws of Great Brita. 


„ Schools for readinggwriting; and accounts, will be ſet up 
'« by the Company, who will be ready to receive and inſtruct 

4 the children of ſuch natives as ſhall be Gm you hetn 
© under their care," 


The poſtſcript to he Report thus e 


©« Already they anticipate the happy effects of their labourt. 
© They look forward with delight to that joyful period, when, 
'« by the influence of the Company's meaſures, and the effica- 
cy of its example, the continent of Africa ſhall have been 
© reſcued from her preſent ſtate of darkneſs and mifery, and 
« ſhall exhibit a far different ſcene, of light and knowledge, 
and civilization and order, and peaceful induſtry, and do- 
© meſlic comfort.“ 


The 


geſts, in the vonne ction f ideas; peed 


har grounds of thankſgiving to che Gab+ 
jecta of the Briciſh empire. It natural 
ly invites us to recogniſe. the excellence 


of our conſtitution, and, more particu- 


larly, affords us à recent example: af the 


beneficial effects of the right of the ub 


ject to petition the Logiſlature for the 
redreſs of grievances.  [There:cam be no 
doubt, that the unanimous, preſſing de- 
fire of the people, of every rank and de- 
ſcription, has, under the auſpices of Pro- 
vidence, been the inftrument df accom- 
pliſhing the glorious delivergnce in which 
we now. rejoice, The fucceſs already 
eee to be conſidered as an o- 


mene 


The patrons BW abettors of this Soda \t, deſign are en 
üitled to the praiſe of patriotifm in the moſt liberal ſenſ>/ of 
the word. To the benevolent heart their ſugceſs. n be 
more deeply interefting, than that of any ſcheme ated 
nenne 
nan. "4 erer 
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legal, | 
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1 RR. 
legal, and ſucteſsful-method of accom 
pliſhing every political improvement. 
Inſtead of dwelling upon the dark fide _ 
of things, and indulging | fretfulneſs = 

ourſelves, -and , infuſing it into others, 
we ought, with a grateful heart, to 
contemplate the pre- eminence we have 
hitherto enjoyed among the nations, and 
to exult in the perſuaſion, that the in · 
herent vigour of the Britiſh conſticution 
is adequate to the reformation of every 
abuſe, and the accompliſhment of every 
| beneficial inſtitution, ſuggeſted, by the 
increaſing, light of tho: age in which we 
live. en eon 34 


TuIs naturally calls our attention to 
another ground of thankfulneſs, namely, 
the general diffuſion and rapid progreſs 
of knowledge and liberality. What de- 
lightful ſcenes were lately diſplayed in 
every part of the kingdom! We beheld 


IE Ee 
men of jarring ſentiments and intereſts; 
as it were, inſtinctively drawn together 
by the cords of love. © Members of religious 
ſes, formerly heated againſt each other 
by animoſities which excluded ſoclal in- 
tercourſe, took » counſel together, and 
joined heart and hand in promoting the 
cauſe of humanity. It was a foretaſte 
of heaven, where: all our differences of 
opinion; and all our hard fayings nal! 
be forgotten; or, if remembered, re- 
membered only to inflame our future ; 
love, and enhance our enjoyment of the 
exalted ſtate in which we tial — be 
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: War I * have pointed out, as a ground 
of thankfulneſs, that light and liberality 
which pervade all ranks of men, and 
which inſpired ſo many petitions for the 
deliverance” of the oppreſſed, I do not 
n to detract from the merits of the 


ITY | 


TY 


 Legiftanire, nor of thoſe particular men. 
bers of it who" have taken à more for- 
ward and active part in encouraging and 
enforcing the national deſire. When'we 
conſider the ſtrong prejudices of legiſla - 
tive bodies againſt every ſpecies of inno- 


vation, and the powerful eommercial in- 


tereſt to which | the exiftente of the 
ſlave· trade was repreſented as eſſential, 
candor mult allot a great ſhare af praiſe 
to the majority; which liſtened to the dict 
tates of juſtice: and humanity i While the 
zeal and unwearied perſeverante of the 
illuſtrious individual, who has taken a 


lead in this buſineſs, muſt excite the 


higheſt eſteem of his virtue, they muſt, 


at the ſame time, conſtitute the ſtrong- 


eſt elaim to the gratitude of every he- 


nevolent heart. One circumſtance is 
particularly entitled to our attention, as 


it aſcertains the ſuperior dignity of the 
cauſt in which we have been ſo deeply 
* intereſted, 


A 
: 


MF 


intereſted, and reflects the, highel, ho- 
nour upon dus adyocates of every part 
The diſculſion, of it, on repeated qcear, 
ſions, and i in every. {tage,: has, remained 
pure and unmixed with any taint of por 
litical influence and prriudice. The 
force of truth and humanity united diſt 
dain the aid, and overponer, the reit 
ance, of all mean and {clfiſh morjves, and 
impartelevationtothe characters of choſe, 
who feel their influence. and obey their 
dictates. Attentive to ſuch examples, 
we are enabled to explain and teſtify bx 
experience the truth of che divine mau 

im, that charity ſhall cover a multitude of ſins, 
We. conſign to. oblivion the offences 
which haye formerly ariſen from faction 
and political intereſts, and from the fame 
generous: and united exertion of Allul- 5 
trious talents, we anticipate the ſugceſs 
of every plan calculated to gratify che 
ardent wiſh of the enlightened patriot., . 
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adhere to their influence through eve- 
ry line and department of life. It were 


poſe,. that, among the multitudes who 


 flave-trade, there are not ſome who are 


a ſincere part by yielding to the impulſe 


But there are others, it may be oa 


they 


of feelings, which are occaſionally -over-. .. 
come by the temptations of ey 7 


ſteeled againſt every tender feeling, who | 
are always forward to embark in any po- 
pular meaſure, and who, upon this Oc- - 
caſion, have aſſumed the garb of huma- ö 1 
nity to divert the ſuſpicion of ſpectators 
from that unrighteouſneſs, upon which NF 


4 Lor ſuch, as profeſy to-approve of bn * 
ſentiments now illuſtrated, be careful 6 ö 


"4 
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an extravagant ſtretch of charity toſup- 
have ſubſcribed for the abolition of the 


far from acting up to the principle of 

a meaſure, which may be conſtrued as 
a public pledge of their juſtice and hu+ 
manity. Of theſe, ſome may have ated 


£ ef my hearers, who fall under the charge 


|  riſed by perſons, who, upon chis and o. 


pH] 1 „ Y n "2 
they are * their- on houſes. Among 
theſe there may be ſome ſo ignorant as 
to deceive themſelves, and to imagine 
that they make attonement for the con- 
cealed wrongs which they daily commit 
by proteſting loudly againſt publie op- 
preſſion. Such men bring diſgrace up- 
on an honourable cauſe, and plunge in- 
ro the deepeſt guilt. by adding profane- 
neſs and Mat to all cheir ocher 


| eximes. Tp 


a 


1 norz chat 8 are — ie or none, | 


of the glaring inconſiſtency which I have 
3 now deſeribed; but there are many ſught⸗ | 
er examples of oppreſſion, Which are 
eicher tolerated, or inad vertently prac- 


0 
cher occaſions, are ready enough to ſtand 1 6 
forth in the cauſe of humanity. - Alli in- 

ſtances of uſurped. or. abuſed authority 2 


exhibit an inherent depravity of temper, 
8.46 too 


T 28 * „ 
too Weary Spode to that} wn wn 
has hitherto'approved and conducted the : 

ſlave· trade. Every little domeſtic tyrant, 
who domineers among his relations and 
| dependents, and treats them like flaves 
—patents, who, by ſevere uſage, provoke 
their children to wrath hufbands who are 
Bitter againſt their wiver—maſterswho make 
their ſervanits ſerve with rigour, and make 
their lives grievous with hard bondage: 
who exact from them work above their 
ſtrength, and with- hold from them the 
' feſt and proviſions neceſſary for the re- 
freſhment of nature—taridfords who are 
oppreſſive to their tenants, and who pro- 
ſecute them with the utmoſt rigor of 
law, without tiny regard to unforeſeen ca- 
ſualties, which have fruſtrated their ho- 
neſt intentions—all ſuch perſons diſco- 
ver the embryo forms of thoſe corrupt 
diſpoſitions, which, when ſtimulated by 
the vehement thirſt of gain, emboldened 
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by the combination of numbers, - 2 
ſcreened by the diſtance of the ſeene, 
have at length brought forth the multi- 


plied wrongs dragged/into/ view by in- 
veſtigating the kiſtory'of the Ruvwe-trude. 


It may be uſeful to obſerve; that the per- 
petration of the moſt fagitions deeds,' in 


the courſe of this trade, has been traced 
to perſons who acted under authority, 
and were entitled only to a ſubordinate 
ſhare of profit. This ought to inſtruct 


gate their anthorſty, and entruſt wah 
the management of their affairs. Such 
_ perſons, intoxicated with a ſudden ele- 
vation above thoſe of their owr rank, 
are too ready to exerciſe their borrowed 
power with inſolence and tyranny which 


would ſhock the more generous feelings 


of thoſe from whom it flows. The mild, 


condeſcending temper of our religion 
ought 


perſons of influence to Dok, with a jea- * 
tous eye; over thoſe to whorr they” delte- 


. 


[39 15 
onght 6 be menifelted:in_onnathnalad) « 


| habitual intercourſe; with one another; 
and by doing every thing in our power” , | 


to alleviate the 'mortifications, ariſing 


from the ſubordination in which any-of, K 


our fellow. creatures are placed by for- 


tune, or the artificial diſtinctions of ſo- 
ciety. Neither do I think it trifling or 


foreign to the purpoſe of this diſcourſe 
to obſerve, that the marvellous conde- 


ſcenſion of Jeſus, who was the brightneſs 


of his Father's glory, by interpoſing for. 


the deliverance of mean and ſinful crea» 


tures, ' ought to inſpire. kind affections, 
not only to the loweft of the human race; 
but ought to beget ſoft and tender feel- 
ings towards ſubordinate ranks of crea- 
tures, and to induce. us to treat them 
with all the gentleneſs and mercy com- 


patible with the purpoſes, for which they 
are ſubjected to our authority, . 


* 
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vare the ſpirit of pure and difintereſted - d 


benevolence, inculcated by the genius 
and precepts of our religion. We have 


ſeen, in the event which has been the 
ſubject of this diſcourſe, that this prin- 


ciple is not viſionary,” unavailing, and 
inſignificant.- It has been productive of 


real, ſubſtantial, and extenſive good.— 
It has wrought the deliverance" of op- 


preſſed nations. We cannot tell what 
opportunities may occur for its future 


exertion ; but of this we may be aſſured, 


that if it were more generally cultivated 
by the nations profeſſing Chriſtianity, -it 
would contribute to the ſpeedy diffuſion 


of light, civilization, and freedom. Na- 
tions would riſe up againſt nations no 
more. The ſwords of men would be turned 


into plough-ſhares, and their ſpears into prun- 
ing hooks, In a literal ſenſe the gathering 
the people would be unto Jeſus, and all 
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ar acute ſenſibility of. temper, 


which renders perſons moſt ſuſceptible 


of ſympathy with the diſtreſſes of ther 


fellow creatures, and moſt prone to re- 
lieve them, communicates, at the ſame 


time, more pungent impreſſions of pri- 
vate misfortunes and diſappointments. | 


The neglect of the world, bitter diſap- 
pointments, and the unkindneſs of friends, 
ſink 'deep into their hearts, and 'make 
their countenance ſad. If they are doom- 
ed to ſtruggle with narrow circumſtan- 
ces, and rendered incapable, not only of 
gratifying the liberal deſires of their heart, 
but of providing decently for the educa- 
tion and maintenance of thoſe in whom 
they are intereſted by the ſtrong ties of 


affection, they are ready to become pee- 
viſh 


kindreds and tongues united Im thay e- 
ternal peace, which is che ukimme obs | 


Ah 
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- viſh and 1 1 grow. weary-of 
well-doing, to view with too, much, in- 
dignation the ſucces of weak and wick- 


ed men, and the homage indiſcriwinate- ; 
ly paid to proſperity. | To correct this | 


perverſion of a very amlable feeling, it 
might be of great uſe. to go more and 
more cut of oupſelves; to glye a wider 
ſcope to our ſenſibility ; to embrace the 
intereſts of human kind and to enter, 
with deep, and anxious concern, into 
comprehenſive and extended plans of 


benevalenge, If they are unſucgeſßſul, 


the diſappointment will be ſoothed by 
the conſciouſneſs of a right and generous 


affection, while, at the ſame time, from 


a firm perſuaſion of divine goodneſs, our 
hopes ſhall be be ſuſpended and delayed 
rather than extinguiſhed. We behold a 
plan of progreſſive, beneyolence, which 
ſhall undoubtedly terminate in the high- 


N approach 
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eſt moral perſection. Every ſtep, and 
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approach. to this defirable conſumma- 
tlon, every ſucceſsful ſcheme of doing 
| good, eſpecially: ſuch as happen in our 
own day, and to which we ourſelves Fl 
have contributed, we ſhall contemplate 
with devout gratitude, and with the moſt | | 
pure and fervent joy. This enlarge» - 
ment of ſoul, and refinement of taſte, 
will render us every day more indifferent 
to narrow and ſelfiſh concerns, till, at 
length, in the confidence of boundleſs 
and eternal goodneſs, we ſhall loſe all 
ſenſe of thoſe ſlight and fugitive evils 
which center in our own perſons and 


families. 


Truſt in the Lord, and do good ; ſo ſhalt 
thou dwell in the land, and verily thou ſhalt be 
fed. Delight thyſelf alſo in the Lord and 
he ſhall give thee the deſire of thine heart. Com- 
mit thy way unto the Lord ; truſt alſo in him: 
and be ſhall bring it to paſi, And he ſhall 

bring 


: 
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bring forth thy righteouſneſs as the Ui, ab | 
thy judgment as the  noon-day; Reſt in the 
Lord, and wait patiently for him; fret not 
thyſelf becauſe of him who profpereth in his 
way, becauſe of the man ue bringeth wich 
. to Paſt | 


The firſt eight pages of this Diſcourſe were printed before the 
Houſe of Commons had fixed any period fur the abolition of 
the ſlave · trade, otherwiſe part of the note in pages 2 and 3. 
would have been omitted or expreſſed in different words. 


| O Loxpr thou art love, the Father of n. 
cies, and the God of all comfort. Indepen- 
dent and perfectly happy in thy own ex- 
iſtence, thou haſt exerciſed creating pow- 
er to diſplay thy goodneſs, and to extend 
happineſs, We contemplate, with admi- 
ration, diyerſified operations of infinite 
bounty, in the formation and arrange» 
ment of the inanimate parts of the crea- 
tion, ſubſeryient to the convenience of 
us inhabitants; in the various orders of 
beings thou haſt made; in the capaci- 
ties and inſtincts, wich which they are 
furniſhed, 


Wa 
furniſhed, leading to their preſervation 
and comfort; in the fruitfulneſs of the 
carth, and the liberal proviſion thou haſt ' | 
made for the returning wants of all thy 
creatures ; and In the tehdeney of all the 
laws of nature to order and fellelty. How 
manifold, O Lord, are thy works ? in wiſdom 
haſt rhou made them all, Thou art good to all, 
and thy wood ner. are over a v0.4 other 
works, 
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Wr praiſe thee for thy Uſriqulſied 
favour to the human race, for the light 
of reaſon and conſcience, and, above'all, 
for the glad ridings of ſalvation publiſh- 
ed by thy ſon Chriſt Jeſus. In his name 
we draw nigh unto thee, and implore 
the forgiveneſs of our ſins. As we name 
his name, may we depart from iniqui- 
ty, and make his example * —— of 
our conduct, 


Tnov, 


4 1 9 1 
-"Twov; o Lord, haſt made: of dne 
bin! all natlons of the earth; and we offer 
up prayers; interceſſions; and thanks for ali u. 
Wo deſlre to enter affectionately into 
the ifitereſts of dut fellow 'creatures! of 

every kindred and tongue i and to eon - 
ſider every inſtance of dellverunce or 
proſperity, vouchſufed to them, as a no.-. 


obligation/ to glye thanks to thee, out 


common parent, fon who: ea id 
Mus ann e (94 
| banani N 6 
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tendlng to control or remove thoſe op- 
preſſions, to which any of our ſpecies 
have hitherto been ſubjeted. We offer 
to thee this day the ſacrifice of thank(- 
giving; for the proſpect of an approath= 
ing abolition of that ungodly :traffic/in 
ſlaves, which has brought reproach and 
gullt upon our nation, and been the oc- 
eaſion of violence, depreſſion, and miſe- 
a | ry 
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ry to mulitudes of our fellow creatures. 


tion have pervaded the people; and 
now encourage us to hope, that paſt 


We pray that thoſe diſpoſitions may [till 
be cheriſhed and kept alive, and that 


they may operate with vigour upon all 


who are intruſted with the direction of 


public meaſures, and accompliſh, ſpee- 
dily and effectually, every demand of _ 
juſtice and hamanity, Recompence with 

thy fayour. all thoſe perſons, who have 
been the happy inſtruments of working 
{5 great a deliverance for our country 


and for our r fellow creatures. 


Wa! pray the ſcceſ to all ebam of 


benevolence, and more particularly for 


ſuch 


- 


Me adore thy log · ſuffering patience in 

ſuſpending thoſt judgmente which our 
fins. have deſerved, till the ſpirit of com- 
paſſion and the deſire of reſorma - 


iniquity ſhall not be laid to our charge. 7 
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ſuch as have been formed with the i 
edt purpoſo of extending light and true 
religton to the ridtions which have for- 
merly ſuffered by our oppreſſion. May 
the heart that deviſeth liberu / things be 
more and more gratiſied with the means 
and opportunlties of redueing them to 
practice. We truſt in thy goodneſi that 
thoſe who hunger and thirft after nighreouſ#eſs 
Mall be filled, and that effectual benevo+ 
lence ſhall, ſooner or later, be the re- 
ward of all who cultivate generous _ 
N oe wind.” : ET 
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Daten ewe all a £ov much reaſon 
to lament that we have been cardlefs and 
indifferent about the concerns of man- 
kind in diſtant countries; that we have 
often neglected opportunities of uſeful- 
neſs which thy kind providence has pla- 
ced within our reach; that a mean at- 
tachment to intereſt has ſtifled the voice 
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09 compaſſion, d fed us aſide from i 
thoſe liberal purpoſes which thy good: | 
Spirit has inſpired. May the charafte- |, 

riſtic temper of our religion be habitu- 
ally diſplayed by kind affections to all; _ 
compaſſion for the miſerable, forgiveneſs 
of injuries, and unwearied zeal in doing . 
good. Like our Divine Maſter may 

eſtkem it more bleſſed to give than to receive. © 
May our love be without diſſimulation, and 

may we conſider ane another fo provete unto 
love * to good worte. 


Wr praiſe thee that we live in an age 
and country abounding with plans and 
events ſo pleaſing to every benevolent 
heart. We rejoice in the rapid diffu- 
ſion of light, ſcience, civilization, and 
liberty; and we fervently pray for the 
removal of every thing that may obſtruct 
or retard their univerſal extenſion. That 
* tyranny, reſtraints upon con- 

ſcience, 
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ſciences and every ſpecies of perſecution 
may be baniſhed from the earth. We 
anticipate with tranſport the approach 
of a kingdom wherein dwelleth righre- 
guſueſi. when all nations ſnall be united 
in the knowledge of thee, +, the only une Gods. 
and of thy fon Jeſus Chriſt, whom 10. know. is 
life eternal. We pray that the goſpel may 
be. purified from all che errꝭrs and cor- 
ruptions by which it has been defaced ; 
that it may reſume its primitive luſtre 
and ſimplicity, and enter into the hearts 
of men with rhe power and demoꝝſtrarion of the 
Spirit. May its ſanctifying influence be 
conſpicuous in the lives oſ its proſeſſors; 
let heir light ſo ſhine before men, that others 
21 


their good works and glorify thee their 
aiher -who, art in heaven, Impreſs. the 
hearts of the teachers, of religion with a 
ſenſe of the importance of the office they 
bear. May they conſcientiouſly. ſtudy | 
the truth as It is in Jeſus ;. and recam- 
40 N G 2 mend 


EOF © >. 
mendie'to the approbation of others by! | 
_ diligent labours, exemplary Ties, and 
an affectionate folicitude for the welfare 
of their people. We pray that the diſ- 
ciples of Jeſus may all be united in love, 
that #hey may be one as thou and thy ſon art 


one, and the world may know that thou haſt . 


ſent him ;-and that differences in opinion 


rity, Knowing aſſuredly that the king- 


dom of God ii. not magꝶt and drink, but righteoiſ- 


neſe, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt: and 
that he, that in a theſe things ſerveth Chriſt, 
is: acceptable to God. May we follow after the 
things which make for peace, and things wheres 
with one ny edi amber. | 
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Wr pray for our ane Reſtrain f 


the 3— of irreli igion, diſſipation, co- 


vetouſneſi, 


aud name, inſtead of exciting arrogance, 
pride, contempt, and hatred againſt one 

another, may operate as powerful mo- 
tives to humility, forbearance, and cha- 


20 
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vetouſheſs, and faction. 3 | 


of improvement, in the ſpirit. of peace 


lis 10.1 


briety, and a ſpirit of true patriotiſm 
prevail among all ranks of men. Bleſs 
thy ſervant, the King: may he long live 
to bo an example of n his fami- 
ly and to the nation. May he be fuith- 

ful in his ſtation, and may our privileges 
be tranſtuitted, ſaſe and improved, ro 
poſterity, She w thy favour to the Queen, 
the Prince of Wales, and all the; Royal 
Family. Thankful for our excellent oon · 
ſtitution of government, and the pre- 
eminence we have long enjoyed among 


che nations, may we purſue the reforma - 


tion of every abuſe, and the extenſion 


and wiſdom, and with a due reſpect. to 
eee 1242 10 470 90 100 
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half of all ranks and conditions of men. 


* the rich conſider theif, wealth as a 
| talent 
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thee, that they may not be high minged,; | N 


© became rich in good works, ready to diſtribute,! 


nor truſt in uncertain riches, but do good, aud | 1 


willing to communicate, | laying, up for than. 


ſelves in ſtore a good foundation for the time 
70: come. May the hardſhips of the poor 
be diminiſhed, by the increaſing encou- 
ragement of induſtry, and the more ge- 
- neral prevalence of beneficent diſpoſi- 
tions. Honeſt and contented; with their 
ſtation, may their minds be exalted by 
the ſtrong conſolations of the N 
firſt — to them. 
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W dell * all 3 mourn for 


the loſs or affliction of their friends. Let 
not the exceſs of their ſorrow extinguiſh 
the glorious hopes ſet before them in 
the goſpel ; but believing that Chriſt di- 
ed and roſe again, may they alſo. believe that 
them who ſloop in Jeſus, God will bring with 
75 him. 
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To 47 22 
8 as; Ns walls: them thut mou n in 20% 
| pam ny the oil of joy for mourning; 


and the garment of praiſe for the ſpirit of 


heavineſe.” © Viſit in mercy all who are 
troubled in mind, and who have ſorrows 


which their own hearts only know. May 
light ſpring out of darkneſt, and the cons 


ſolations of thy Spirit, which are neither few 


nor ſmall, revive and delight their ſoul. Sanc- 


tify bodily ſickneſs and pain to all who 


are Mflited with them. Prepare the 


dying for their awful change, and may 
the living Jay ir zo heart that they muſt 
ſoon die. We ſupplicate thy mercy to 


all widows,and fatherleſs children—may 
they truſt in thee; and know chat yr 


who truſt in ther ſhall never be: deſatate.. . 


the faithfulneſs and care: of e be. 


and in the tender and compaſſionate 
feelings of friends, may they experience 
ſupplies of conſolation, which, according 
to the plans of a bountiful Providence, 

| are 


14 


| 1 1 Y 
are reſerved: for all thoſe who ure be- 
reaved of their neareſt relations, and 
moſt endearing enjoyments. May ſuch 
of us, as are more proſperous and hap« 
py in the ſociety of our relations, never 
forget, that true religion and undefiled before 
God and the Father is this, to viſit the widow + 
and the fatherleſs in their affiifion. 'Look 
down from the heighth of thy' ſanctuary to hear 
the groans of the priſoner. Let not human 
compaſſion abandon even'thoſe miſeries 
which are the offspring of vice. May 
mercy and juſtice ever go hand in hand. 
May exceffive ſeverity in puniſhment be 
repreſſed, and neceſſary puniſhments be 
conducted with every circumſtance: of 
lenity and mitigation, compatible with 
the protection of the innocent and the 
good order of ſociety. May' the penal 
effects of vice more and more contribute 
to over-awe the ſpirit of violence, and 
to diminiſh the number of crimes. — 
From 


9 


4 . eſtabliſhed 3 3 
guilt and miſery, and the tendency 


of human laws to avenge; more open. | 


and atrocious iniquity, may we learn to 
apprehend thy moral government, and 


to dread, thoſe awful judgments, - which, 2 
in the full conſummation of thy righ- 


teous adminiſtration, ſhall overtake thoſe 


latent crimes which eſcape without P. 3 


niſhment in this Prone life. 


 nefaftors to thy protection, and earneſt- 
17 pray for the forgiveneſs of our ene- 
mies. And all we aſk is in the name of 
thy fon Jeſus Chriſt, who is the only Me- 
diator between God and man. Amen. 
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